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CAUSES and Aruba Collaborate to Promote 
Food and Water Security   

UDC CAUSES and the Island Nation of Aruba 
have officially agreed to collaborate on 
capacity-building skills and knowledge in 
support of food and water security. The MOU 
marks the latest international collaboration 
for the University. The Prime Minister of 
Aruba, The Honorable Michiel Godfried 
Eman, joined UDC President James E. Lyons 
and CAUSES Dean Sabine O’Hara on Oct. 3 for 
the MOU signing on UDC’s Van Ness campus. 
MORE Following the signing, the Prime 
Minister joined Dean O’Hara on CAUSES TV.   
  
CAUSES Hosts Urban Agriculture Symposium 
CAUSES recently hosted successful Urban 
Agriculture Symposium, a first for the 
District— but surely not the last, given the 
momentum of the urban ag movement. 
CAUSES is making strides to address the lack 
of access to healthy and affordable food in 
the underserved areas of the District. 
However, it's not just CAUSES, but many 
organizations around the city. The Urban 
Agriculture Symposium brought together 
several leaders to host breakout sessions to 
discuss local trends and concerns. Special 
thanks to keynote speakers: Steve Moore, 
Elon University, North Carolina; Dr. Dionne 
Fortson Toombs, USDA National Institute of 
Food and Agriculture; and Philson Warner,  
Cornell University Cooperative Extension and 
the NYC Food and Finance High School.    

The accompanying Workshop and Farm Tour 
was held the day after the symposium. Steve 
Moore helped attendees calculate the yield 
of various crops and also demonstrated his 
intensive agriculture techniques and Che 
Axum led a tour of the farm.   MORE 
 
Joint Stormwater BMP Inspection & 
Maintenance Workshop Certifies 34 
On Oct. 22-23, CAUSES held a “Stormwater 
and BMP (Best Management Practices) 
Inspection and Maintenance Certification” 
program. The pilot course offered a 
comprehensive program for stormwater-
related professionals. In collaboration with 
UDC, a total of 34 registrants with vocational 
expertise spanning the spectrum of 
engineering, landscape architecture, storm 
water management, commercial landscaping,  

public works, and the greater “Green 
Industry” attended and received a 
certification awarded by NC State University 
Cooperative Extension.  MORE 
 
Students Enjoy Agroecology Day at the Farm 

CAUSES celebrated “Agroecology Day” at 
Muirkirk Farm on Oct. 16. The event was 
offered to high school sophomores, juniors 
and seniors attending schools in Washington, 
D.C. A total of 50 students from Woodson 
High School, McKinley Technology High 
School and IDEA Public Charter School 
attended the event, focusing on sustainable 
food systems. In the tradition of agricultural 
fairs with an emphasis on experiential 
learning, students visited education stations 
in: nutrition, soil and composting, aquaponics 
and hydroponics, and water quality. Many 
students, especially those who were raised in 
an urban environment, have little connection 
with agriculture or food production and were 
visiting a farm for the first time. MORE 
 
UDC Pilots Flicking CO2 Sticker Campaign 
In partnership with the CAUSES Center for 
Sustainable Development, the “Flicking CO2” 
Wall Sticker Campaign is a campus initiative 
focused on encouraging UDC 
students and faculty to turn 
the lights off through a highly
-viral and visual behavior 
change program. During the 
course of the pilot, 250-350 
light switch wall stickers will 
be placed in locations around 
campus. Expected to be included are 
residence halls, academic buildings, admin 
offices, and other campus facilities. At the 
conclusion of the pilot period, energy usage 
from targeted and baselined buildings will be 
benchmarked to determine energy savings.  
MORE    
 
What’s New in 4-H? 
The CAUSES Center for 4-H and Youth 
Development hosted the Bully Prevention 
Summit on Oct. 17, engaging local  youth in 
finding better ways to communicate and 
support each other. The Summit featured a 
program full of youth-oriented events, 
activities, musical performances and a 
fashion show. Students also shared their 
stories and discussed techniques to address 
bullying behavior. In other 4-H news, Home-
schooled youth from 
the Joint Base 
Anacostia are 
participating in the 
Operation Military 
Kids program have 
joined with the 4-H 
Media Club.   MORE 

CAUSES: Where the Community is our 
Classroom 
By Dean Sabine O’Hara—CAUSES has grown 
with tremendous speed over the past three 
years. Key to our 
success has been our 
mission: to offer 
research based 
academic and 
community outreach 
programs that 
improve the quality of 
life and economic opportunity of D.C. 
residents. This  calls for the integration of our 
academic and landgrant programs. Landgrant 
universities have always sought to be 
relevant to the needs of their communities by 
focusing on research that makes a difference 
in the lives of local people and by offering 
education both on their campuses and in 
local neighborhoods. MORE 
 
Architecture Prof. Kathy Dixon Discusses 
Historic Home of Madam C.J. Walker 
UDC Assistant Professor of Architecture and 
Community Planning, Kathy Dixon, recently 
spoke with the National Trust for Historical 
Preservation about the restored residence of 
Madam C.J. Walker. Located in Irvington, 
New York, the historic home, Villa Lewaro, 
"embodies the optimism and perseverance of 
the American entrepreneurial spirit," 
according to the PreservationNation 
blog. The 
home was 
designated 
a National 
Historic 
Landmark 
in 1976 for 
its 
architectural significance. MORE 
 
RFPs Addressing Local Water Concerns are 
Due  Nov. 15 
The UDC Water Resources Research Institute 
is accepting proposals under the Water 
Resources Research Act, for research or 
information that explores new ideas to 
address water problems in D.C. and expands 
understanding of innovative ways of 
managing urban waterways. Eligible 
proposals must have a Principal Investigator 
who is a faculty member or researcher 
affiliated with any D.C. area university. The 
deadline is 5:00 p.m. on Nov. 14. MORE 
 
Around CAUSES 
Here’s what’s been happening around 
CAUSES: 1) Muirkirk Farm Produce Donated 
Toward Church Compassion Fund; 2) Water 
Symposium Abstracts due Dec. 6; 3) 
Upcoming 2015 Architecture Trip to 
Barcelona, Southern France & Italy;  
4) Linnean Stream Restoration.  MORE 
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